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4 REPLY t the REPORT of 
the Couuissrox ERS and Others, upon 
the Condition of Dublin Barracks. 


. ticular Articles of a Report, lately made by 
the Commiſſioners of the Barracks to His Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant, on the State and Condition of 
the new Buildings and Repairs lately performed to 
Dublin Barracks; I think myſelf under the Neceſſity 
of Animadverting, tho? in the gentleſt Manner poſh- 
ble, on the very uncommon and unfair Behaviour, 
with which J have been treated on that Occaſion. 
It now is, and ever hath been, the honeſt and ordi- 
nary Cuſtom in this Kingdom, and thro' England, 
where it may be required to inſpect the Works of 
others, in the Way of Check and Control, or in or- 
der to a due Eſtimate and Valuation of the fame, to 
give Notice of ſuch intended Inſpection to the Under- 
takers, or Perſons viho have executed the ſaid Works; 
that they themſelv« ; may attend with a Surveyor or 
Meaſurer on their Behalf, that they may have an Op- 
portunity to fhew, and ſpecify the Particulars of the 
ſeveral Repairs, Additions, and Alterations that were 
made, to aſcertam and remark upon the Quantity or 
Quality of the Works, to anſwer all occaſional Quef- 
tions, either in Reſpect to the original DefeQts in an old 
Building, or to the Propriety or Degree of Repair that 
ſuch Building would admit, or to the Nature of the 
Materials and Manner of Execution, or to remon- 
A 2 ſtrate 


B EFORE I give my direct Anſwers to the par- 
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ſtrate on any Error or Miſtake that ſuch Inſpectors: 
might lye under. 

The Omiſſion therefore of this ordinary Piece of 
Juſtice to me and my Tradeſmen, which is the Right 
of, and never fails to be granted to the moſt inconſi- 
derable Undertaker, and without which no fair or due 
Report can be made, muſt be confeſt to carry a 
ſingular and ſuſpicious Aſpect: And as ſuch Notice 
could not be neglected without Knowledge, it can 
2 be ſuppoſed to have been neglected without 
Deſign. | 

The Reports that were produced from this Method 
of Proceeding, are alſo canformable in all Ref 
thereto; ſuch an evident and univerſal Inclination for 
Fault- finding, ſuch a general Diſlike, and endeavour to 
cenſure, where no particular Defect is pointed out, 
ſuch Want of Knowledge in aſcribing particular De- 
fects to Matters that bear no Relation in Nature or 
Workmanſhip to the Faults that are found, and ſuch 
further Inconſiſtancies and palpable Contradictions, be- 
tween the two Reports that were deſigned, and pro- 
duced to corroborate one another: Theſe Circum- 
ſtances, I ſay, which ſhall all be made fully to ap- 
pear, amount to an inconteſtable Demonſtration that 
the ſaid Reports were by no Means contrived to favour, 
however they might be calculated to injure or diſgrace. 
It is further very obſervable, that moſt of the Gen- 
tlemen who ſigned the Report of the Commiſſioners, 
gave little or no Attendance at the Time that the 
laid Survey or Inſpection was made, and that Robert 
Mach and George Stewart, two of thoſe moſt experienced 
Maſter Builders, as the Commiſſioners are generouſly 
Plleaſed to ſtile them, and on whoſe Report and Affi- 
davit the ſaid Commiſſioners expreſsly and principally 

depend, for the moſt exact and particular Informati- 
on, were Perſons from whom a candid and impartial 
Repreſentation was not to be expected on this Occa- 
ſion on many Accounts, but particularly as they were 
People who had at ſeveral Times applyed to me 00 
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be employed in His Majeſty's Works, but were al 
ways rejected for juſt and ſufficient Reaſons, | 

Again, it is no lets remarkable that the third Per- 
ſon, named John Sproule, who had been joined in the 
ſaid Deputation with the former two, and who could 
alone be ſuppoſed capable of an unbiaſt Candour on 
this Occaſion, peremptorily refuſed to ſign or join in 
their Report, not for the Reaſon imagined or ſuggeſt- 
ed by the Commiſſioners, but in as much as he look'd 
upon the ſame to be partial, and not ſquaring with 
his Obſervations and Judgment on the Building, as 
he has frequently declared when queſtioned on that 
Head. | 

A Man of a Character juſtly irreproachable, is de- 
ſirous of having his Actions and Conduct inquired 
into, neither is he alarmed at a Miſrepreſentation, 
when he has the Power or Opportunity of an Ap- 

al. 
1 is certain, that a Work ordered to be executed 
within a limitted Time, and with all poſſible Diſpatch, 
as alſo of a very extenſive and complex Nature, could 
not be carried on and finiſh'd with the ſame minute 
Exactneſs in all Parts, that a more leiſurely and ſim- 
ple Performance would have admitted, and conſe- 
quently required a proportionable Conſideration and 
Indulgence in the Survey; but the Attention that I 
ever had to His Majeſty's Service, to the Duties of 
my own Office, and to my Character, eſpecially 
where it related to a Commiſſion that I know to be 
queſtionable, render it utterly impoſſible for me to be 
guilty or defective, in any material Article of my 
Buſineſs: The moſt cautious may ſometimes com- 
mit Overſights, from which I do not pretend to be 
exempt, and am ready to anſwer for ſuch as ſhall 
appear to be juſtly chargeable to my Account, up- 
on a fair, candid, open Inſpection of ſaid Work, by 
unprejudiced and ſkilful People. | 


REPORT 
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REPORT of the Couuisstoxn Rs. 
Sg ARTICLE I. 


THAT. the Stone Cutters Work is improperly 
executed, not having a ſufficient Bond. 1 


ANSWER. 


HERE the Impropriety of the Execution is uni- 
verſally applied to all the Stone Cutter's Work, 

without Exception, and the only Reafon afligned for 
fych. an Impropriety, is the Want of a ſufficient 
Bond: And yet, any fkilful Builder can tell us that a 
very great Part of ſaid Stone Cutter's Work, can 
want no Kind of Bond whatever; ſuch as the intire 
flagging in the Galleries and private Rooms, for as 
this is all ſuperficial Work, it refutes ſo much of the 
Charge by the very Reafon which was offered to ſup- 
port it, and therefore mvahdates that Credit that 
might otherwiſe be expected for Knowledge or Can- 
dour in the Remainder of the Charge. Again, 
another confiderable Part of the faid Stone Curter's 
Work conſiſts of Eves Cornice, which conſequently 
muſt carry and contain a fufticient Bond or Tailing 
within itſelf, for otherwiſe it could not poſhbl y coun- 
terbalance its own Projection, together with the 
Weight of the Extremities of the Roof, but muſt 
fall to the Ground, as it depends on its own Bond or 
Tailing alone, and derives no Confirmation from Pa- 
Tapet Wall, or Blocking Courſe to bind it to its 
Place. | | 

Ir is further to be obſerved that the two moft expe- 
rienced Maſter Burtlders, have in their Report upon this 
very Article of the Cornice, repreſented as a Defect 
that it dath no Drip to the Top Bed; but the Igno- 
rance of thoſe People in aſeribing a Defect to a Part 


chat bears no Relation to it, muſt be obvious to every 


Perſon who ſees and conſiders that the Roof extends over 
the 
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the whole Bed, to the Extremity of the Cornice; in 


that Place, therefore, a Drip would be both uſcle(s 


and abſurd. * 5 5 

Wherefore as the faid Charge in ſuch material Ar- 
ticles is evidently void of Knowledge or Candour, or 
both, I preſume that the whole of the Objection con- 
tained in the firſt Article will be found equally ground- 


= . - 


leſs, upon a juſt and impartial Survey. 
| | ARTICLE II. 1 55 
THAT the front Walls of the Royat Square 
were originally too ſlightly conſtructed, and from 
their preſent warped State are probably inſuffietent to 
hear the great additional Weight laid ort them by the 
late Repair. | 4 


ANSWER. _ 


HERE the Report is juſt in obſerving that the 
Walls. were originally too flightly conſtructed, and 
it miglit have been equally candid in obferving that 
the ſame Walls had alſo been originally warped, whieh' 
is univerfally known to have been the Cafe; but the 
Word, preſeut, on the Ae would here moſt 


unfairly imply, that ſuch warp 8 was ccaſioned by 


the preſent additional Weight, and _a-Probability is 
introduced therefrom, (for Want öf better Proof) 
thit 47 were unable to ſuſtain it: When Buildings 


are newly built and green, they are in their war ping 


State, and are then apt to yield to any Preſſure, but 


as the Materials grow dry, the Wall daily "3h more 
firm and connected, and tho' I was fenſible of the 
Slightneſs of the original Conſtructiom of the Walls 
in Queſtion, yet I judged upon Examination that 
they wete able to bear a much greater Weight than 
is at preſent impoſed on them; and my Conduct in 
this is juſtified by the ſubjoined Opinions of a Num- 
ber of repute Tradeſmen, who have carefully 
viewed them; every one of whom is intitled to equal 
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Credit, at leaft, with the two mot experienced Maſter 
Builders, and who teſtify that the Walls have not 


- yielded or given Way to any additional Weight laid on 


them in the late Repair, that the Defects now apparent 
in them are original ones, that they are rendered and 


become from ſaid Repair as firm and durable as ever 


they were, and are likely to continue fo. 
Thus perſuaded, had I put the Government to the 
Charge of new building thoſe Walls, theſe very Gen- 


tlemen, with much more Juſtice, might have accuſ- 


ed me of having a diſhoneſt Intention to encreaſe the 


Advantages of my own Office at the Expence of the 
Public. 


REPORT of the Baicktavess. 


WE the Bricklayers nominated by Thomas Eyre, 
Eſq; Engineer and Surveyor General, to view and in- 
ſpect into the Re- building and Repairing of the Bar- 
racks of Dublin, and to furniſh him with our Opini- 
on thereof, have carefully examined the Premiſſes, 


and our Judgments thereon have come to the follow- 


ing Reſolutions. _ 3 
That the Maſon and Bricklayers Work of the New 
Building, or Officers Apartments, is ſtrongly built of 
durable Materials, and a ſufficient Quantity of Mortar. 
That the Repairs of the old Barracks fo far as re- 
lates to the Walls are well executed, and that the ſaid 
Repairs has not cauſed the leaſt viſible Defect in ſaid 


Walls; what Defects there is in ſaid Walls were ori- 


ginal ones, and We believe that the ſaid Barracks re- 
paired, are as ſafe and tenantable as they ever were and 
are likely to continue ſo. . J 
Signed January 3oth, 1760, 
| James Moris 
Hugh Mcc Daniell 
Ben. Pemberton 
Jobn Wilſon 
Tobn Reid 
REPORT 
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REPORT of the STONE CUTTERS. 


AT the Requeſt of Tamas Eyre, Eſq; Engineer 
and Surveyor General, We have examined the Walls 
of the Barracks of Dublin, ſo far as the late Repairs 
have been carried on, and are of Opinion, that they 
have not bulged or given Way by any additional 
Weight laid on them by the late Repair; and that 
the Irregularity. and Defects that appear at preſent in 
the Walls are original ones, long before the preſent 
Repair commenced, and do believe that the Build- 
ing (from faid Repairs) is as firm and durable as ever 


It Was. 


Henry Darley 


Dublin, 8th February 1760. George Rothery 
James Rothery 


REPORT of the Carr Ens 


WE the Carpenters nominated by Thomas ye, 
. Eq, Engineer and Surveyor General, to view the 
Walls of the Repaired Part of Dublin Barracks, have 
viewed the ſame, and are of Opinion, that the Walls 
have not given Way by any additional Weight laid 
upon them in the late Repair, and that the Irregula- 
rity and Defects that appear at preſent in the Walls 
were original ones, and that the Building 1s firm and 
durable, and likely to continue ſo. 


N Hugh Wilſon 


February 2th, 1760. Matt. Sleater 
f Leonard Buckley 


Hilliam Goodwin 
Phill. Gilliard 
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AR TITLE UI. 


THAT the Timbers on the Roof of the Weſt 
Wing of the Horſe Barrack lately rebuilt, are of the 
Scantling ordinarily uſed in private Houſes, and not 
ſufficient to enſure that Permanency required in all Pub- 
kc Buildings. gs 


ANSWER. 


IF any of the Gentlemen who have ſigned this Re- 
Potts was ever concerned, or employed in public 
uildings; I appeal to him, whether he has been 
more ſollicitous in providing and ſelecting a better and 
more durable Kind of Materials for the Public, than 
any private Gentleman would be for himſelf and his 
own Poſterity ? Thele Gentlemen talk here of a Per- 
manency that 1s required in all public Buildings; if 
they intend by this Permanency any Matter of No- 
velty, ſomething newly required, and by themſelves 
alone, it would have been kind in them to have com- 
municated the Rules and Orders which they propoſe 
to lay down for the Purpoſe, with the Species of 
ſuitable Materials and Scantlings; but if they intend 
by this Fermanency fo requiſite in all public Buildings, 
a Matter that hath heretofore been required in ſuch 
| Buildings, let us know where this extraordinary Per- 
manency is to be found: There is no need to travel 
1 very far for this Purpoſe; the ſeveral public Build- 
| ings about the Caſtle; the Stables at the Back of Dublin 
| Barracks, &c. Sc. in Country as well as City, will 
afford Compariſons enough for Obſervation. 
1 If a Perſon in any Office or Truſt whatever, acts 
| with the fame Integrity, Caution and Concern, that 
he would for himſelf on a like Occaſion, the Public 
will acquit him; however theſe Gentlemen may con- 
 demn him, for his Want of a Portion of their own 
_ Zeal or Knowledge, | 
BE * But 
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But laſtly, if the Commiſſioners intended to found 
this Article of their Report on the Inſpection and 
good Skill of their moſt experienced Maſter Builders, it 
is very unwary in them to depreciate and debaſe the 
Character, which they themſelves had made ſo emi- 
nent, by contradicting Point Blank, what the ſaid 
Maſter Builders had from their allowed Knowledge 
and Skill averred on the fame Article: For the {aid 
Builgers, in their Report of this Part of the Work, 
either truly, or unfortunately, or unwittingly allow _ 
the Timber to be good, and the Scantling ſufficient. 
But ſhould two Reports, like two Witneſſes, be pro- 
duced in public Court to give correſponding Teſti- 
mony on the ſame Side of a Queſtion, if theſe Wit- 
neſſes give in Evidence a Matter palpably and di- 
rectly contradictory to each other, both of them can- 
not be credited; and if the Veracity of both is not 
hereby rendered doubtful, the Queſtion ftil] remains, 
which of them is to be believed? Should any Pre- 
ſumption incline the Court to give Credit to the one 
in Preference to the other, the Teſtimony of that 
other is utterly invalidated; and, in what Inſtance can 
that Party be believed, Who hath been convicted of 
Falſhood in any? | 


ARTICLE IV. 


THAT little or no new Timber hath been uſed 
in other Parts of the Rooffing, though the old Ma- 
terials were inſufficient, 


ANSWER. 


HERE, if I can apprehend any Meaning particu- 
larly intended to be applyed to the general Term in- 
Sufficient, it is this, that the Quantity of the old Ma- 
terials, formerly contained in the reſpective Roots ap- 
pointed to be repaired, was inſufficient for a thorough 
Repair of the ſame, and 3 the Report meaneth ſo, it 

B 3 is 
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Girders, on which the whole 
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{IS } 
is unqueſtionably true, for the ſaid Roofs in Fact 
were not repaired with new Timber, but with Tim- 
ber vaſtly preferable, good old Jriſb Oak, ſtaunch, tri- 
ed and ſeaſoned, and taken from the Roof of the 
Weſt Wing of the Horſe Barrack, when pulled down 
in Order to be rebuilt ; and I thought I had reaſon to 
hope that I ſhould not be reproached for applying to 
the Uſe of the Public, what hath often been deemed, 
and diſpoſed of by others, as a Perquiſite of Office. 


Mir. 


THAT the new Cieling Joiſts which ſhould have 
been framed in their Girders, even in private Build- 
mgs, are here ſupported only by ſmallSlips nailed to the 
Girders, and that the Cieling Joiſts of all the reſt of 
the Building lately repaired are inſyfficient. | 


ANSWER. 


THE Diſpatch that was urged by Government 
on this Occaſion, and the Neceſſity of preparing this 
Building with all poſſible Expedition, for the Recepti- 
on of His Majeſty's Forces before the Winter, did not 


afford Leiſure for that Accuracy of Operation, or 


Method which would have ſuited an Opportunity of 
longer Time and Attention: It is admitted, that the 
framing of Cieling Joifts into their Girders, hath a 
more finiſhed and methodical Appearance of Work- 
manſhip than the ſupporting them by Fillets nailed to 
the Girders; and would be fo finiſhed by a Cabinet 
Maker : But all Builders bf Experience and Knowledge 
ule Slips ſpiked on for Strength and Solidity ; in-as- 
much as the numerous Mortices that are requiſite in 
the firſt Method, muſt prove a great weakening of the 

Farr depends; it is 
therefore conceived, that the latter Method is equally 
ſtrong and much more expeditious, and it will un- 
gqueſtionably be found upon Trial, that more 5 
5 | ö three 
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three Fourths of the Cielings of all the private Build- 
ings in this City, conſiſt of Cieling:joiſts ſupported in 
this Manner, | 

In regard to all the Cieling-joiſts of all the Reſt of 
the Building repaired, it muſt be obſerved, that they 
are of Oak, and conſiderably warped, which that Tim- 
ber is extremely ſubject to; that Appearance there- 
fore, (upon a tranſient View) may have been miſtaken 
for a real Inſufficiency, and muſt be the Caſe at pre- 
ſent, as the Timber is as ſound and durable as ever, 
The Joiſts have been ſtrengthened m their bearing, 
where neceſſary, and the damaged or broken ones 
removed, and replaced by others that were ſufficient, 
which laſt is all that was propoſed to be done in this 
Article, and for which the Sum of forty five Pounds 
ten Shillings, only, was provided in the Eſtimate. 


Wers , 


THAT the Doors and Work about them are too 
ſlightly conſtructed, and the Saſhing and Glazing but 
indifferent. SS 3 5 

HERE again the Commiſſioners contradict, diſi 
avow and overthrow the whole Credit and Character 


of their moſt experienced Maſter Builders, on which 


they have ſo expreſsly acknowledged their Depend- 
ance. * The People in Deputation allow and have 
{worn to their Report, that all the Saſh and Glaſs was 
good without Exception, and that many of the Doors 
and Works about them were ſufficient :. How then 
doth this agree with the Implication of a general In- 
ſufficiency, which ſeems intended by this Article: I 
confeſs myſelf not to be Caſuiſt good enough to recon- 


cile thoſe contradictory and jarripg Reports; but beg 


leave to refer to the Obſervations made on ſimilar In- 
conſiſtencies in the third Article; and which may be 
applied in Point here. | | AO Ys £194 
ARTICLE 
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 ARTicts VII. 


THAT Racks for Arms and Accoutrements, and 
Hanging ſhelves for Proviſions are wanting through- 
out, and ought to be immediately provided, to pre- 
vent the private Men from ſtriking in Hooks and 
_— to the great Damage of the Partitions. 


ANSWER. 


THE nende ſaid to be omitted in this Article, 
are uſually conſidered as Parts of Barrack- Furniture, 
for which no Provifon i is o mnnde i in the ne for 
. e or e whe | | 


Aavieus vm 


1 the e Sang is wel done. in a 3 


ANSWER. 


My moſt reſpectful Acknowledgements are due 
for the extraordinary Juſtice, which hath been render- 
bo to me on c Article. | | 


fo 2500 Arier IK. 


r in Order to lay before Your Gaxce the 
Feats of) the Barracks of Dublin, in the moſt exact 
and particular Manner, We called to our Aſſiſtance 
Three of. tbe moft experienced Maſter-Builders of this 
City, Two of whom have ſigned. and ſworn to a 
Report, which is hereunto annexed, and which we 
humbly: beg leave to refer to Your GRACE. The 


Reaſon the third Workman gave, for not ſigning the _ 


Report, was, that although he acknowledged his 
Agreement to that Part of it, relative to the Carpen- 
ters Work, yet, as he did not think himſelf a Judge 
E153} TRE * 7 
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of Stone-Cutters Work, he did not chuſe to fign the 
Whole. rs 
ANSWER. 
WITH Reſpe& to the two Affiſtants, Stewart 


and Mack, and mdependant of that Reſentment or 


Prejudice, which is common for fuch Perſons. to en- 
tertain againſt thoſe by whom they have been diſap- 
pointed or diſobliged; and — of any 

cular Influence, by which they may be ſwaye 

may not be impertinent to obſerve, that — * 
ing the reſpectable Epithet of moſt experienced Ma 
zer-Builders, with which they are honoured, and which 
includes a general and thorough Knowledge in all 
Parts of Building; Stewart happens to be but a mere 
Carpenter, who had been employed in His Majeſty's 
Works, under the Surveyor General Mr. Dobbs, and 
was diſcharged from thence by the late Surveyor Ge- 
neral for fradulent Practice, the Vouchers whereof 
are ready to be produced}; and Mack, no more, nor 
better, than an obſcure Journey-man Stone-Cutter, 
who had been diſmifled from His Majeſty's Works, 
in Scolauu, for Miſbehaviour. How comes it then to 


paſs, that che Teſtimony or Judgment of thoſe Peo- 


ple ſhould be received in Branches of Buſmeſs different 
from what they profeſs, or can they be conſidered as 


proper Perſons to be employed in controuling the 


Works of an Office, from which They were ſhame- 
fully rejected or diſimift. But notwithſtanding that 
the Skill and Veracity of theſe mo moſt experienced 

r-Builders is rendered very doubtful, by the ſe- 


veral foregoing Obſervations, it may, perhaps, be ex- 


pected that Something further ſhould be ſaid in anſwer 
to thaſe particular Defects that are pointed out in their 
Report, and which have been taken no Notice of in 
the former Part of this Work. 


Here I ſhould own myſelf to be under a Difficult. 


ty, had I no other Reſource then oppoling my own 
Judgment 
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Judgment to that of thoſe ſaid two moſt experi- 
enced Builders, as it might become queſtionable by 
being brought into any Degree of Compariſon with 
theirs, but having. in an humble Senſe of my own 
Skill, as well as of that of my Commentators, call- 
ed upon and required a Number of Tradeſmen 
of as approved Credit and Knowledge as any in 
Dublin, in their reſpective Branches of Building, to 
examine the Condition of Dublin Barracks, and of 
the Works: lately performed there, I might appeal 
to their Reports, in which the ſeveral Works are 
acknowledged to be well and ſufficiently executed 
in general, with ſome few Exceptions only to tri- 
vial and inſignificant Omiſſions, which can eaſily be 
Tepaired effectually, and at an inconſiderable Expence, 
to the Truth whereof they are ready to appear 
and to be examined, as they are not pinned down 
by Affidavit; which from the Credit and Circum- 
ſtances of the Men, being under no Influence, or 
having any Connection or Intercourſe with my Of- 
fice, might be received as concluſive and ſatisfacto- 
ry by the Public; but as I am very far from wiſh- 
ing that my Conduct or the Works of my Under- 
takers ſhould be ſkreened from any merited Cen- 
ſure, let there be a Re- inſpection of this Buſineſs 
by Perſons of unexceptionable Skill and Character; 
J do not fear an Enquiry, when legally and fairly 
performed, being conſcious that I may expect Ap- 
probation, but can apprehend no Reproof from ſuch 
2 Teſt. I ſhall chearfully abide by the Determin- 
ation of ſuch a Survey, and will enforce and engage 
for the Execution, and making good whatever ſuch 
Inſpectors ſhall report to be deficient or amiſs ; hav- 
ing taken previous Care to referve ample Security to 
the Public for that Purpoſe, from the Undertakers, 
who are of themſelves ready and willing to comply 
with all that Candour and Juſtice can require at their 
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Thomas Eyre, 


PA 


